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(Paris Reidhead)

"Is God an end or is He a means?"

The liberal says the end of religion is to make man happy while he's alive, and the fundamentalist says 
the end of religion is to make man happy when he dies. 

And whereas the liberal says, "By social change and political order we're going to do away with slums, 
we're going to do away with alcoholism and dope addiction and poverty. 

Fundamentalists are now tuning in on this same wavelength of humanism. Until we find it something 
like this: "Accept Jesus so you can go to heaven! You don't want to go to that old, filthy, nasty, burning 
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hell when there is a beautiful heaven up there! Now come to Jesus so that you can go to heaven!"

What about you? Why did you repent?

No one can savingly receive Christ until they've repented. And no one can repent until they've been 
convicted.

(Hal Webb)

Never, never will you know that you are saved until you recognize the fact that you're a lost, hell-
bound sinner.

(Paris Reidhead)

And conviction is the work of the Holy Ghost that helps a sinner to see that he is a criminal before god 
and deserves all of God's wrath. And if God were to send him to the lowest corner of a devil's hell 
forever and ten eternities, that he deserved it all! And a hundredfold more. Because he's seen his 
crimes!

(Hal Webb)

Years and years and years of good living, years and years and years of feeling I'm good, I've done good 
things, I had a good family, good upbringing, good raising, years and years of this can only harden your 
heart and make you one of the most difficult people on the face of the earth to win to Jesus Christ.

(Paris Reidhead)

Dear friends, there's only one reason, one reason for a sinner to repent and that's because Jesus Christ 
deserves the worship and the adoration and the love and the obedience of his heart.

Why should a sinner repent? Because God deserves the obedience and love that he has refused to give 
Him! Not so that he'll go to heaven. If the only reason he repents is so that he'll go to heaven, it's 
nothing but trying to make a deal or a bargain with God. 

Why should a sinner give up all his sins? Why should he be challenged to do it? Why should he make 
restitution when he's coming to Christ? Because God deserves the obedience that He demands!

"Lord Jesus, I'm going to obey you, and love you, and serve you, and do what you want me to do, as 
long as I live even if I go to hell at the end of the road, simply because you are worthy to be loved, and 
obeyed, and served, and I 'm not trying to make a deal with you!" 

And so the reason for you to go to the cross isn't that you're going to get victory, you will get victory.

It isn't that you're going to have joy, you will have joy.

But the reason for you to embrace the cross and press through until you know that you can testify with 
Paul "I am crucified with Christ,” isn't what you're going to get out of it, but what He'll get out of it, for 
the glory of God.

(Hal Webb)

Now no one knows they're saved until they're convinced they're lost.

I might surprise you by saying this, and so “Surprise!”

“You're good, you're good, you're nice, you're lovely, you all belong to God, all are God's children, 



gonna go to heaven,” and all the rest of that business –

I want you to know it's a lie hatched in the pits of hell.  No one is ever really good until your goodness 
comes from receiving Jesus Christ as your Saviour.

(Paris Reidhead)

The genius of our faith was that we'd come to the place where we knew we could do nothing, and all 
we could do would be to present the vessel and say “Lord Jesus, You'll have to fill it. And everything 
that's done will have to be done by You and for You." But, oh, I know so many people that are trying to 
know the fullness of God, so that they can use God.

A young preacher came to me, “Someone told me God had done something for you, and I wonder if 
you could help me?" I looked at the fellow, and you know what he looked like? Me. Just looked like 
me. I just saw in him everything that was in me. You thought I was going to say “me before.” No, 
listen dear heart, if you've ever seen yourself you'll know you're never going to be anything else than 
you were. For in me and my flesh there's no good thing. He looked like me.

(Hal Webb)

The people God uses, I notice, are those that have compassion.

(Paris Reidhead)

He was like a fellow driving up in a big Cadillac, you know, to someone standing at a filling station, 
saying "Fill 'er up bud, with the highest octane you got!" Well that's the way it looked, he wanted 
power for his program. And God is not going to be a means to anyone's end. I said, "I'm awfully sorry, 
I don't think that I can help you." He said, "Why?" I said, "I don't think you're ready. You're sitting 
behind the wheel and you're saying to God give me power so I can go, You won't work, You've got to 
slide over." 
But I knew that rascal, because I knew me. I said, "No, it will never do, you've got to get in the back 
seat." And I could see him leaning over and grabbing the wheel. 
"No," I said, "it will never do in the back seat."
I said, "Before God will do anything for you, you know what you've go to do?"
So he said, "What?" 
I said, "You've got to get out of the car, take the keys around, open up the trunk lid, hand the keys to 
the Lord Jesus, get inside the trunk, slam the lid down, whisper through the keyhole, 'Lord look, fill 'er 
up with anything you want and you drive, it's up to you from now on.'"

(Hal Webb)

It's a tragic thing today when so many church-going people sort of shrug their shoulders and say, “Oh, 
well, that's the age, that's the time, there goes the world, we can't do anything about it,” when many, 
many times real tears and compassion and broken heart would help you to really do something that 
would count for time and for eternity.

(Paris Reidhead)

There's only reason for God meeting you and that's to bring you to the place where in repentance you 
have been pardoned for his glory and in victory you have been brought to the place of death that he 
might reign. And in His fullness Jesus Christ is able to live and walk in you. And your attitude is the 



attitude of the Lord Himself who said, “I can do nothing of Myself.”

(Hal Webb)

John 5:24, “He that heareth my Word, believeth on Him that sent Me hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation but is – is – get the word – finished transaction – is already passed from death 
unto life.”

(Paris Reidhead)

I'm going to say to you dear friend if you're out here without Christ, you come to Jesus Christ and serve 
Him as long as you live whether you go to hell at the end of the way because He's worthy! 

I say to you Christian friend you come to the cross and join Him in union, in death, and enter into all 
the meaning of death to self in order that He can have glory.

I say to you dear Christian if you do not know the fullness of the Holy Ghost, come and present your 
body a living sacrifice, and let Him fill you so that He can have the purpose for His coming fulfilled in 
you and get glory through your life. 

It's not what you're going to get out of God, it's what's He is going to get out of you.

- - -
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